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Maharashtra RO: Celebration of 44" NABARD Foundation Day and International
Year of Co-operatives 2025

The 44th Foundation Day of NABARD was celebrated with great enthusiasm by the Maharashtra
Regional Office on 19th July 2025, aligning with the theme of the International Year of
Cooperatives 2025. Hon’ble Minister of State for Co-operation and Civil Aviation , Shri Murlidhar
Mohol, graced the occasion as Chief Guest of the event. Shri Goverdhan Singh Rawat, DMD
NABARD; Shri Pravin Darade, IAS, Principal Secretary Co-operation, Marketing and Textiles,
GoM; Shri Deepak Taware, IAS, CC & RCS, GoM; Ms. Rashmi Darad, CGM NABARD MRO were
also present during the celebration. Shri V.Shridhar, Sr. General Manager NDDB, Shri K.
Ravinder Rao, Chairman NAFSCOB and Chairman Karimnagar DCCB and Shri Vidhyadhar
Anaskar, Administrator Maharashtra State Co-operative Bank also graced the event and guided
the participants. The event was also attended by the Chairmen and CEOs of the DCCBs and DDMs
from the State. In Commemoration of International year of Co-operatives 2025, best performing
M-PACS and the best performing DCCBs from the six divisions of Maharashtra were felicitated at
the hands of Chief Guest.

The programme commenced with tree planting at the hands of Hon’ble Minister of State under
the aegis of “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” at Yashwantrao Chavan Academy of Development
Administration (YASHADA) Pune and a brief context setting of the programme by Ms. Rashmi
Darad, CGM NABARD MRO. Chief Guest, Shri Murlidhar Mohol, Hon’ble Minister of State for
Cooperation and Civil Aviation, congratulated NABARD on 44t Foundation Day and extended
wishes for the International Year of Co-operatives 2025. While extolling the contributions of
NABARD in rural infrastructure development through RIDF and establishing time tested models
in watersheds, tribal development, SHGs, FPOs etc he reposed confidence in NABARD as the
foremost institution in taking the agenda of co-operation forward. Underscoring the foundational
role of PACS in the cooperative credit structure, he described them as agents of inclusive and
sustainable rural development and the most important institution in realising the vision of
“Sahkaar se Samriddhi”. The Hon’ble Minister also emphatically reiterated that the need for
covering remaining 7000 Gram Panchayats with new MPACS. While congratulating the winning
PACS and DCCBs he highlighted key initiatives such as PACS computerisation, diversification
into non-credit services, and the establishment of rural godowns and encouraged PACS officials
to embrace diversified activities to ensure their long-term sustainability and relevance in rural
economies.

Shri Govardhan Singh Rawat, Deputy Managing Director, NABARD, highlighted the key
initiatives of the Ministry of Cooperation and elaborated on NABARD’s role in implementing
these initiatives at the grassroots level. He also drew the attention of the participants to four
critical challenges currently affecting the performance of PACS like Non-availability of skilled and
efficient human resources at the PACS level, limited adoption of ERP solutions by PACS
secretaries for managing day-to-day operations, need for ownership and proactive involvement
by DCCBs in the PACS computerisation initiative and need for establishing MPACS at GP level.
He also informed the participants about the new new HR policy for the PACS which is being
formulated at the highest level with the involvement of NABARD.
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Shri Pravin Darade, IAS and Principal Secretary, GoM highlighted the role of DCCBs and
appraised the august gathering about the services being offered by the Cyber Security Centre set
up by Maharashtra State Co-operative Apex Bank. He also stated that Maharashtra has a target of
establishing 7000 new MPACS in the uncovered villages.

To emphasize the MoC’s agenda for initiation of at least 3 new business activities by PACS and
transition the PACS to M-PACS, separate sessions were arranged for the participants. Shri V.
Shridhar, Sr. General Manager, NDDB highlighted the importance of dairy activity as an
additional income stream for the PACS and in furthering the women empowerment. Shri K.
Ravinder Rao, Chairman of NAFSCOB and Karimnagar DCCB, shared insights into the diverse
activities being undertaken by PACS in Karimnagar district. He underscored the complementary
relationship between the financial strength of DCCBs and PACS and how the synergy contributes
to a robust and resilient cooperative credit structure.

The program concluded with a vote of thanks. Some of the photographs are as follows:

£

Ek Ped Maa ke Naam’ — Tree Plantation during the event
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CGM MRO welcoming the Chief Guest; Dignitaries during the lighting of the lamp

Ms. Rashmi Darad, CGM Maharashtra RO during the welcome address;
Shri V. Shridhar, Sr. GM NDDB during his address on Milk Revolution 2.0
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Felicitating the Best M-PACS and Best DCCBs during the event
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Shri Govardhan Singh Rawat, DMD addressing the participants

Some of the press coverage in print media of the event .....

e5YTd “TSGard d famrer sendel if3rer eradr

WWMWWWWWWW AR FAcic IMAEE AT R ARIea TV 3feke

AATE ¢ 7 AT feaf
AY ST FRFAE 3 W@ g FEoE
AT B, AN 5 AR AT HehR
AT WHH HiE FEUEAR R, AR

AT qE <<AT ST TS

Arargen autua fefim v 39 S weEn TeEsh g S e T

WErESN (TEEEE) aRe wEEAE
1. . AR, Frarn e e
Tl R AARE T SaE F, i
T\, T WeEH dRa yomEE s

el FHRITU FAIE A, T W Iufeerq wEr.

SFARAR S HITER A A5 I9eAd T,
A sfEEa T AT

T FH e anim faw @F qan

T e HEAme waff 2.2 @

HEFERTH! YE{ TS HER ST,
mﬂﬁgmwa?mm
HEGR %o T EIF TEhRe Sres

T & foieet denteg 3 T deaien tiva

AATERTA TEREAT T FO ¢ 2 e e 4 & e A e
TSR HTETes AT T ST 25 F0AT S, HafHard Sead, TEiewE
1 [T e, FaTeg2 AR v el e R qen
AenTea Qo foree weed] e A (0 fav), 4 e e (Ao
fer), 21 3T o (apreron favm), & oot foreen (gprweft mSftem fam),

& weferred foree (AT favm) i & srmren-antm foem weed Sewd 4%
(STeRTERdl AT TN B 3Te. A6 faehr e watee FEIH 4 T
FA ST AT R 204 AT, P v s fanr A -,
At farma s fo - sifeear R, TR g o, AT SR
<y farp, foedvoren o, e fa eree o9 for, i =T et e,

e I, FEHR AAen S 2o T
A TR (@ Fe aua e,
wﬁﬁmw(mmﬁaﬁ?
V. FU £.¢ TR HIHTTA HTORHHD

A, 5 A T T

nabard.org

o W s, fiel ¢2 TR woo

Taking Rural India >>




NABARD’S 44TH FOUNDATION DAY

Mohol: 7k new PACS planned for state
as co-operative sector eyes 2047 vision

SHUBHAMKURALE
PUNE,JULY19

UNION MINISTER of State for Co-
operation and Civil Aviation
Murlidhar Mohol felicitated the
best-performing multi purpose
agriculture co-operative societies
(MPACS) and district central co-
operative banks (DCCBs) at
NABARD's 44th foundation day
celebration held at YASHADA on
Saturday, emphasising
Maharashtra's leadership in
India's cooperative movement.

Speaking at the event, Mohol
highlighted Maharashtra's pio-
neering role in the cooperative
sector, calling it "Sahakar chi
Pandhani" with over two lakh co-
operative societies out of India's
total eight lakh, directly benefit-
ing more than 40 lakh people in
the Pune region alone.

The best performance
awardees included Dhansai
Group and Shri Sateri Prasadik
MPACS  from Konkan,
Aankalkhop PACS from Pune,
Jawala and Nampur Bruhat PACS
from Nashik, and Delanwadi
Adhivasi and Nagbhir MPACS,
among others.

The Minister announced
plans to establish 7,000 new pri-
mary agricultural credit societies
(PACS) in Maharashtraon prior-
ity, as partof a national initiative
to add 2 lakh new PACS across
the country. This expansion aims
to create uniformity in rural de-
velopment,with 40,000 already
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Murlidhar Mohol
operational.

“With 2025 being the UN
International Year of

Cooperatives and keeping the
2047 target of Viksit Bharat in
mind, efforts are taken to
strengthen the cooperative sec-
tor,” Mohol said, outlining the
sector's role in India's vision to
become a global leader.

The Minister emphasised ex-
panding cooperative services be-
yond conventional short-term
loans to encompass over 25 sec-
tors through PACS, including PM
Jan Aushadhalay, Kisan
Samruddhi Kendra, petrol
pumps, and gas agencies.

“Inter-ministerial collabora-
tion with the Ministry of
Agriculture, Animal Husbandry,
and others has been sought toem-
power the rural population toex-
plore different sectors,” he said,
adding that computerisation of
PACS is underway to promote
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Since its establishment in
1982, the National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural
Development has contributed to
rural infrastructure develop-
ment. In Maharashtra alone,
NABARD has facilitated 26 lakh
kilometres of rural roads, 1.3 lakh
metric tonne capacity ware-
houses, and irrigation for over 25
lakh hectares.

The bank's schemes have en-
hanced incomesfor more than 6
lakh tribal families since 2004
and supported over 7,000
Agriculture Production
Organisations (APOs).

Highlighting the sector's
growth, Mohol noted the need for
around 17 lakh trained personnel
in the cooperative sector over the
next decade. The recently inau-
gurated Tribhuvan Sahkari
University in Gujarat, India's first
national cooperative university,
will play a crucial role inaddress-
ing this workforce requirement.

The event was further ad-
dressed by Pravin Darade,
Principal  Secretary for
Cooperation, Government of
Maharashtra; G S Rawat, Deputy
Managing Director, NABARD;
Rashmi Darad, Chief General
Manager, Maharashtra Regional
Office; K Ravindra Rao,
(hairman of National Federation
of State Cooperative Banks
Limited (NAFSCOB); and V

Shridhar, Senior General
Manager, National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB).
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Mohol sets sights on 7k new primary
agri credit societies in Maha in1 year

Ardhra.Nair@timesofindia.com

Pune: Minister of state for
cooperation and civil avia-
tion Murlid-
har Mohol
said on Satur-
day 7,000 new
primary agri-
cultural cre-
s dit societies
(PACS) would be established
in state with the help of Na-
bard, covering almost all
gram panchayats.
Speakingat the 44th foun-
dation day celebrations of
the National Bank for Agri-
culture and Rural Develop-
ment(Nabard)in Yashadaon
Saturday; Mohol said all assi-
stance would be provided to
create these PACS and he wo-
uld speak with chief mini-
ster Devendra Fadnavis abo-
utit. He said provisions were
being made to ensure PACS
received funds directly from
the Maharashtra State Coo-
perative Bank where district
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Min: Ignore foreign
media on Al crash

inister of state for civil

aviation Murlidhar
Moholtold peoplenot to draw
conclusionson theAir India
(AI171) crash. “Wedon't need
to look at what theforeign
mediais reporting about the
matter. The reportisin front of
us.AAIBhas investigated the
matterwithoutbias. This is
just aprimary report.Thereis
no need to draw conclusions
based onthis.Tillthe final
report comes, talking about it
iswrong,” said Mohol. T

‘Leopard’s presence
won't affect flights’

urlidharMohol, minister

of state forcivil aviation,
on Saturdaysaid, “Wehada
meeting with the airport
authorities, defence
personnel, Pune Municipal
Corporation and others about
theleopard. We have taken
many precautions. The forest
department has madeall
provisionsto captureit.
Moreover,allprecautions
have beentakentoensure that
flyingservices arein no way
affected. Tnn

banks were in financial tro-
uble. Mohol also said it was
crucial to strengthen the Dis-
trict Central Cooperative
Banks(DCCBs).

The ministersaid of the 8
lakh PACS in the country,
about2.251akh were inMaha-
rashtra and Pune alone had
32,000. “We can strengthen

the country’s economy only
by strengthening PACSat the
panchayat-level. Hence, in-
stead of PACS functioning
solely as credit societies, we
have introduced multipurpo-
se PACS by assigning them
businesses such as Jan Aus-
hadhi Kendras, petrol pumps
and gas agencies to make
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them economically viable.
Govt plans to set up two lakh
PACS across India, of which
40,000 have been established.
Efforts are underway to con-
vert existing dairy and fishe-
Ty cooperative societies into
multipurpose PACS,” he sa-
id, lauding NABARD'’s ef-
fortsinruralIndia.

Pravin Darade, the prin-
cipal secretary of the coope-
ration, marketingand textile
department, Maharashtra,
said, “There are around
28,000 gram panchayats and
over 21,000 PACS in Maha-
rashtra. Our target is tostart
PACS in the remaining 7,000
gram panchayats within the
next one year. A majority of
these would be in Vidarbha
and Marathwada. PACS help
farmers gain access to loans
and other benefits. To make
them financially viable, the
Govtof India has introduced
more than 25 services. Each
PAC isexpected to provide at
leastthreeof theseservices.”
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