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Maharashtra RO: Celebration of 44th NABARD Foundation Day and International 

Year of Co-operatives 2025 

The 44th Foundation Day of NABARD was celebrated with great enthusiasm by the Maharashtra 

Regional Office on 19th July 2025, aligning with the theme of the International Year of 

Cooperatives 2025. Hon’ble Minister of State for Co-operation and Civil Aviation , Shri Murlidhar 

Mohol, graced the occasion as Chief Guest of the event. Shri Goverdhan Singh Rawat, DMD 

NABARD; Shri Pravin Darade, IAS, Principal Secretary Co-operation, Marketing and Textiles, 

GoM; Shri Deepak Taware, IAS, CC & RCS, GoM; Ms. Rashmi Darad, CGM NABARD MRO were 

also present during the celebration. Shri V.Shridhar, Sr. General Manager NDDB, Shri K. 

Ravinder Rao, Chairman NAFSCOB and Chairman Karimnagar DCCB and Shri Vidhyadhar 

Anaskar, Administrator Maharashtra State Co-operative Bank also graced the event and guided 

the participants. The event was also attended by the Chairmen and CEOs of the DCCBs and DDMs 

from the State. In Commemoration of International year of Co-operatives 2025, best performing 

M-PACS and the best performing DCCBs from the six divisions of Maharashtra were felicitated at 

the hands of Chief Guest.  

The programme commenced with tree planting at the hands of Hon’ble Minister of State under 

the aegis of “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” at Yashwantrao Chavan Academy of Development 

Administration (YASHADA) Pune and a brief context setting of the programme by Ms. Rashmi 

Darad, CGM NABARD MRO. Chief Guest, Shri Murlidhar Mohol, Hon’ble Minister of State for 

Cooperation and Civil Aviation, congratulated NABARD on 44th Foundation Day and extended 

wishes for the International Year of Co-operatives 2025. While extolling the contributions of 

NABARD in rural infrastructure development through RIDF and establishing time tested models 

in watersheds, tribal development, SHGs, FPOs etc he reposed confidence in NABARD as the 

foremost institution in taking the agenda of co-operation forward. Underscoring the foundational 

role of PACS in the cooperative credit structure, he described them as agents of inclusive and 

sustainable rural development and the most important institution in realising the vision of 

“Sahkaar se Samriddhi”. The Hon’ble Minister also emphatically reiterated that the need for 

covering remaining 7000 Gram Panchayats with new MPACS. While congratulating the winning 

PACS and DCCBs he highlighted key initiatives such as PACS computerisation, diversification 

into non-credit services, and the establishment of rural godowns and encouraged PACS officials 

to embrace diversified activities to ensure their long-term sustainability and relevance in rural 

economies.  

Shri Govardhan Singh Rawat, Deputy Managing Director, NABARD, highlighted the key 

initiatives of the Ministry of Cooperation and elaborated on NABARD’s role in implementing 

these initiatives at the grassroots level. He also drew the attention of the participants to four 

critical challenges currently affecting the performance of PACS like Non-availability of skilled and 

efficient human resources at the PACS level, limited adoption of ERP solutions by PACS 

secretaries for managing day-to-day operations, need for ownership and proactive involvement 

by DCCBs in the PACS computerisation initiative and need for establishing MPACS at GP level. 

He also informed the participants about the new new HR policy for the PACS which is being 

formulated at the highest level with the involvement of NABARD. 
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Shri Pravin Darade, IAS and Principal Secretary, GoM highlighted the role of DCCBs and 

appraised the august gathering about the services being offered by the Cyber Security Centre set 

up by Maharashtra State Co-operative Apex Bank. He also stated that Maharashtra has a target of 

establishing 7000 new MPACS in the uncovered villages.  

To emphasize the MoC’s agenda for initiation of at least 3 new business activities by PACS and 

transition the PACS to M-PACS, separate sessions were arranged for the participants. Shri V. 

Shridhar, Sr. General Manager, NDDB highlighted the importance of dairy activity as an 

additional income stream for the PACS and in furthering the women empowerment. Shri K. 

Ravinder Rao, Chairman of NAFSCOB and Karimnagar DCCB, shared insights into the diverse 

activities being undertaken by PACS in Karimnagar district. He underscored the complementary 

relationship between the financial strength of DCCBs and PACS and how the synergy contributes 

to a robust and resilient cooperative credit structure. 

The program concluded with a vote of thanks. Some of the photographs are as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Ek Ped Maa ke Naam’ – Tree Plantation during the event 
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CGM MRO welcoming the Chief Guest; Dignitaries during the lighting of the lamp 

 

 

Ms. Rashmi Darad, CGM Maharashtra RO during the welcome address;  

Shri V. Shridhar, Sr. GM NDDB during his address on Milk Revolution 2.0 
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Felicitating the Best M-PACS and Best DCCBs during the event 
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Shri Govardhan Singh Rawat, DMD addressing the participants 

 

 

 

 

 

 Some of the press coverage in print media of the event ….. 
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